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A PRI MARY READER

AOd-time Stories, Fairy Tales and Myths Retold by Children
By

E. LOUI SE SMYTHE

PREFACE.

This book originated in a series of little reading | essons prepared
for the first grade pupils in the Santa Rosa public schools. The

obj ect of the | essons was three-fold: to provide reading natter for
the little ones who had only a small vocabul ary of sight-words; to
acquaint themearly with the heroes who have conme down to us in song
and story; and to create a desire for literature.

It has been ny endeavor to follow Dr. G Stanley Hall's suggestions in
hi s nonograph, "How to Teach Readi ng," where he asks for "true
child-editions, nmade by testing many children with the work piece-neal
and cutting and adapting the material till it really and closely
fitted the mnds and hearts of the children.”

Various stories were given to the pupils; discussions followed. After

atime the story was produced orally by the children. Notes were made

on expressions used and points of interest dwelt upon. Later the story
was either witten on the blackboard or m neographed and put into the

pupi | s' hands to read.

It gave great delight to the children to recognize an old friend in a
new dress, and as interest was aroused, but little difficulty was
encountered in recogni zing words that were indeed "new' in their sight
vocabul ary, but old servants in their oral vocabul ary.

The spirit of the book may be illustrated by referring to the roast
turkey in the story of The Little Match Grl. The story was told as
dear old Hans Christian Andersen gave it to the little German children
of fifty years ago. But Anerican children have a different idea of the
fow which graces the table at Christnmas tine. The story as it cane
fromthe lips of the children referred to the "turkey," and "goose"
was used in only one instance. As the story was to appeal to our
children, the word was changed to suit their ideas.

Again, in the story of Red Ri ding-Hood we preferred to use the Gernan
ending, as it |eaves a far happier inpression on the nminds of the
children than the accepted English version. The incongruity of the

wol f's swal | owi ng whol e the grandnother and child does not destroy the
child' s enjoynent of the story, while the happy rel ease of both
grandmother and little girl forns a suitable close.

Al so, as this old story handed down in so many | anguages is an
interpretation of one of the Sun nyths, it seens better to cling to
the original, especially when it neets so entirely with the child's
approval

Bef ore presenting the Norse myths for reading, they had been the
subj ect of many conversations, queries and illustrations. Sonme were
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even dranmatized--in a childlike way, of course. Detail ed descriptions
of M. lda, Asgard, and some of the principal heroes, were given. But,
though the little audi ence seened interested in the introductory

remar ks, these never cane back when the children were called upon to
reproduce the story. The narrator at once plunged into the story part.
It is for this reason descriptions of heroes and pl aces have been
omtted in these stories. It is thus left for each teacher who uses
this book to enpl oy her own nethod of introducing the gods of the
hardy Norseman to her pupils.

The following works will be found useful and quite avail able to nost
teachers: Andersen's Norse Mythol ogy, Mabie's Norse Stories, Mara
Pratt's Stories from Norsel and, Fiske's Myths and Myth Makers,
Taylor's Primtive Culture, Vol. |.; and Longfell ow s Poens.

Hopi ng these stories will interest other children as they have
i nterested those who hel ped build them | send themforth.

E. LOUI SE SMYTHE

_Santa Rosa, California._

CONTENTS.

THE UGY DUCKLI NG

THE LI TTLE PI NE TREE
THE LI TTLE MATCH G RL

LI TTLE RED RI DI NG HOCD
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THE HAMVER LOST AND FOUND
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THE GOCD SH P ARGO
JASON AND THE HARPI ES
THE BRASS BULLS

JASON AND THE DRAGON

THE UGY DUCKLI NG

under br oke does
keep only turkey
war m ugly wat er

A duck made her nest under some | eaves.

She sat on the eggs to keep them warm
At | ast the eggs broke, one after the other. Little ducks cane out.

Only one egg was left. It was a very |arge one.
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At last it broke, and out cane a big, ugly duckling.
"What a big duckling!" said the old duck. "He does not | ook like

us. Can he be a turkey?--W will see. If he does not |ike the water,
he is not a duck."

not her j unped duckl i ng
spl ash sSWi m bi gger
call ed began little

The next day the nother duck took her ducklings to the pond.

Spl ash! Spl ash! The nother duck was in the water. Then she called
the ducklings to cone in. They all junped in and began to swim The
big, ugly duckling swam too.

The nother duck said, "He is not a turkey. He is ny own little duck.
He will not be so ugly when he is bigger."

* * * * * * *
yard al one whil e
noi se hur t t hat
eating know want
Then she said to the ducklings, "Cone with ne. | want you to see the

ot her ducks. Stay by nme and | ook out for the cat."”
They all went into the duck yard. What a noi se the ducks nmade!

Wil e the nother duck was eating a big bug, an old duck bit the ugly
duckl i ng.

"Let himalone," said the nother duck. "He did not hurt you."

"I know that," said the duck, "but he is so ugly, I bit him"

| ovel y hel p there
wal ked bushes afraid

The next duck they net, said, "You have |ovely ducklings. They

are all pretty but one. He is very ugly."

The nother duck said, "I know he is not pretty. But he is very good."
Then she said to the ducklings, "Now, ny dears, have a good tine."
But the poor, big, ugly duckling did not have a good tine.

The hens all bit him The big ducks wal ked on him

The poor duckling was very sad. He did not want to be so ugly. But

he could not help it.
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He ran to hi de under some bushes. The little birds in the bushes were
afraid and fl ew away.

* * * * * * *

because house woul d
away har d lived

"It is all because | amso ugly," said the duckling. So he ran away.
At night he cane to an old house. The house |looked as if it would fall

down. It was so old. But the wind blew so hard that the duckling went
into the house.

An old wonan lived there with her cat and her hen.

The old woman said, "I will keep the duck. |I will have sonme eggs."
* * * * * * *
gr owl wal k
cor ner ani mal s

The next day, the cat saw the duckling and began to grow .
The hen said, "Can you |lay eggs?" The duckling said, "No."

"Then keep still," said the hen. The cat said, "Can you grow ?"

"No," said the duckling.
"Then keep still," said the cat.

And the duckling hid in a corner. The next day he went for a wal k. He
saw a big pond. He said, "I will have a good swim"

But all of the animals nade fun of him He was so ugly.

* * * * *
sunmmer away cake
Wi nt er swans spring
flew br ead | eaves

The summer went by.

Then the | eaves fell and it was very cold. The poor duckling had a
hard ti me.

It is too sad to tell what he did all winter.
At last it was spring.
The birds sang. The ugly duckling was big now.

One day he flew far away.
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Soon he saw three white swans on the | ake.

He said, "I amgoing to see those birds. | amafraid they will kil
me, for I amso ugly."

He put his head down to the water. What did he see? He saw hinself in
the water. But he was not an ugly duck. He was a white swan.

The ot her swans cane to see him

The children said, "Ch, see the lovely swans. The one that cane | ast
is the best."

And they gave himbread and cake.

It was a happy tine for the ugly duckling.

THE LI TTLE PI NE TREE

pi ne | eaves ot her
woods needl es better
fairy gol d sl eep

Alittle pine tree was in the woods.

It had no | eaves. |t had needl es.

The little tree said, "I do not |ike needles. Al the other trees in
the woods have pretty leaves. | want |eaves, too. But | wll have
better | eaves. | want gold | eaves."

Ni ght canme and the little tree went to sleep. A fairy cane by and gave
it gold | eaves.

woke cried gl ass

little again pretty
When the little tree woke it had | eaves of gol d.
It said, "Ch, | amso pretty! No other tree has gold | eaves."
Ni ght cane.

A man cane by with a bag. He saw the gold | eaves. He took themall and
put theminto his bag.

The poor little tree cried, "I do not want gold | eaves again. | will
have gl ass | eaves."

* * * * * * *

ni ght sunshi ne bri ght
| ooked wi nd bl ew

So the little tree went to sleep. The fairy cane by and put the gl ass
| eaves on it.

file://NN}/mythology/fairies/46.txt (5 of 29) [02/13/2004 11:31:04 AM]



file:///l|/mythology/fairies/46.txt

The little tree woke and saw its gl ass | eaves.
How pretty they | ooked in the sunshine! 'No other tree was so bright.
Then a wind cane up. It blew and bl ew.

The gl ass | eaves all fell fromthe tree and were broken.

* * * * *
again green
goat hungry
Again the little tree had no | eaves. It was very sad, and said, "I
will not have gold leaves and I will not have gl ass | eaves. | want
green leaves. | want to be |like the other trees."

And the little tree went to sleep. Wien it woke, it was |ike other
trees. It had green | eaves.

A goat cane by. He saw the green | eaves on the little tree. The
goat was hungry and he ate all the | eaves.

happy best
Then the little tree said, "I do not want any leaves. | wll not
have green | eaves, nor glass |eaves, nor gold |leaves. | like ny

needl es best."
And the little tree went to sleep. The fairy gave it what it wanted.

When it woke, it had its needles again. Then the little pine tree
was happy.

THE LI TTLE MATCH G RL.

al nost mat ch across
dar k runni ng bar e
year slippers fell

It was very cold. The snow fell and it was al nbst dark.
It was the |ast day of the year

Alittle match girl was running in the street. Her name was G etchen
She had no hat on.

Her feet were bare. When she |eft honme, she had on sone big slippers

of her mama's. But they were so large that she | ost them when she ran
across the street.

* * * * * * *

apron curly lights
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bunch about snel | ed
could mat ches cooki ng

Gretchen had a | ot of matches in her old apron.

She had a little bunch in her hand.

But she could not sell her matches. No one would buy them

Poor little Getchen!

She was cold and hungry.

The snow fell on her curly hair. But she did not think about that.
She saw lights in the houses.

She snel | ed good things cooking.

She said to herself, "This is the | ast night of the year."

* * * * * * *

knew wi hdow fire
noney even pile

Gretchen got col der and col der.

She was afraid to go honme. She knew her papa would whip her, if she
did not take sonme noney to him

It was as cold at honme as in the street. They were too poor to have
a fire. They had to put rags in the windows to keep out the w nd.

Gretchen did not even have a bed. She had to sleep on a pile of rags.

* * * * * * *
frozen candl e sitting
lighted t hought st ove
near t hi nk step

She sat down on a door step

Her little hands were al nost frozen.

She took a match and lighted it to warm her hands. The match | ooked
like a little candle.

Gretchen thought she was sitting by a big stove. It was so bright.

She put the match near her feet, to warmthem Then the |ight went
out. She did not think that she was by the stove any nore.

anot her di shes r oast
tabl e cloth r eady
fork knife turkey
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Gretchen lighted anot her natch.

Now she thought she could look into a room In this roomwas a table.
A white cloth and pretty dishes were on the table. There was a roast

turkey, too. It was cooked and ready to eat. The knife and fork were
in his back. The turkey junped fromthe dish and ran to the little

girl.
The 1ight went out and she was in the cold and dark agai n.

Chri st mas candl es
many unti |

Gretchen lighted another nmatch. Then she thought she was sitting by
a Christnmas tree. Very many candles were on the tree. It was ful

of pretty things.

Gretchen put up her little hands. The Iight went out.

The lights on the Christnas tree went up, up--until she saw they
were the stars.

* * * * * * *

grandma never bef ore
dyi ng goi ng been

Then she saw a star fall

"Sonme one is dying," said little G etchen.

Her grandma had been very good to the little girl. But she was dead.
The grandma had said, "Wien a star falls sone one is going to God."
The little girl lighted another match. It nmade a big |light.

Gretchen thought she saw her grandma. She never | ooked so pretty
bef ore. She | ooked so sweet and happy.

* * * * * * *
t ake goes
"Ograndma," said the little girl, "take nme. When the |ight goes out
you will go away. The stove and the turkey and the Christmas tree al
went away."

Then Gretchen lighted a bunch of natches. She wanted to keep her
grandma with her. The matches made it very light.

The grandma took the little girl in her arnms. They went up, up--where
they woul d never be cold or hungry.

They were with God.

* * * * * * *

f ound next bur ned
dead froze deat h
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The next day cane.

Some nmen found a little girl in the street. She was dead.
I'n her hand were the burned natches.

They said, "Poor little thing, she froze to death."

They did not know how happy she was in heaven.

LI TTLE RED RI DI NG HOCD

Si X t ake cake
coat butter basket
hood al ways of f

When May was six years old, her grandnma nmade her a red coat with a
hood. She | ooked so pretty in it that the children all called her
"Red Ri di ng- Hood. "

One day her nmama said, "I want you to take this cake and sone butter
to grandma. "

Red Ri di ng- Hood was very glad to go. She always had a good tine at
grandm' s.

She put the things into her little basket and ran off.

* * * * * * *

wol f mll shal
goi ng first wood

When Red Ri di ng- Hood canme to the wood, she net a big wolf.

"Where are you goi ng?" said the wolf.

Red Ri di ng- Hood said, "I amgoing to see ny grandnma. Mana has made
her a cake and sone butter.”

"Does she live far?" said the wol f.

"Yes," said Red Riding-Hood, "in the white house by the mlIl."

"I will go too, and we shall see who will get there first," said the
wol f.

short flowers sof t

st opped t apped pul

pi ck voi ce string

The wolf ran off and took a short way, but Red Riding-Hood stopped to
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pi ck sonme fl owers.

When the wolf got to the house, he tapped on the door

The grandma said, "Wio is there?" The wolf nmade his voice as soft as
he could. He said, "It is little Red R ding-Hood, grandna."

Then the old lady said, "Pull the string and the door will open."
The wolf pulled the string and the door opened.
He ran in and ate the poor old | ady.
Then he junped into her bed and put on her cap.
t apped t hank dear
ar s hug call ed
When Red Ri di ng- Hood tapped on the door, the wolf called out, "Wo is
there?" Red Riding-Hood said, "It is your little Red Ri di ng-Hood,
grandma. "

Then the wol f said, "Pull the string and the door will open."

When she went in, she said, "Look, grandma, see the cake and butter
mana has sent you."

"Thank you, dear, put themon the table and cone here."

* * * * * * *
better hear eyes
ears how teeth
ate cruel poor

When Red Ri di ng- Hood went near the bed, she said, "Ch, grandna, how
big your arnms are!"

"The better to hug you, ny dear."

"How bi g your ears are, grandna."

"The better to hear you, ny dear."

"How bi g your eyes are, grandna."

"The better to see you, ny dear."

"How bi g your teeth are, grandma!"

"The better to eat you."

Then the cruel wolf junped up and ate poor little Red Ridi ng-Hood.

* * * * * * *

j ust hunt er scream
killed heard open
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Just then a hunter cane by. He heard Red Ri di ng- Hood scream The
hunter ran into the house and killed the old wol f.

When he cut the wolf open, out junped Little Red Riding-Hood and
her grandma.

THE APPLES OF | DUN

once hills field
j our ney rocks cattle
wal ked pi eces three

Once upon a tinme three of the gods went on a journey.
One was Thor and one was Loki. Loki was ugly and nean.

The gods liked to wal k over the hills and rocks. They could go very
fast for they were so big.

The gods wal ked on and on.

At | ast they got very hungry. Then they cane to a field with cattle.

Thor killed a big ox and put the pieces into a pot.

* * * * *

meat share t al ki ng
Cross eagl e right

They nade a big fire but the nmeat would not cook. They nmade the fire
bi gger and bi gger, but the neat would not cook.

Then the gods were very cross.
Some one said, "Gve ne ny share, and | will make the nmeat cook."
The gods | ooked to see who was tal king. There in an oak tree was a big

eagl e.

The gods were so hungry that they said, "Wll, we will."

* * * * *
supper st uck enough
m nut e cl aws st ones
pol e agai nst flew

The supper was ready in a m nute.

Then the eagle flew down to get his share. He took the four |egs
and there was not much left but the ribs.
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This nmade Loki cross for he was very hungry. He took a | ong pole
to hit the eagle. But the pole stuck to the eagle's claws. The other
end stuck to Loki

Then the eagle flew away. He did not fly high. He flew just high
enough for Loki to hit against the stones.

* * * * *

pl ease gi ant flying
tried feat hers suit

Loki said, "Please |let ne go! Onh, please let nme go!"

But the eagle said, "No, you tried to kill me. I will not let you go."
And the eagle hit himagainst the stones.

Loki said again, "Please let me go!"

But the eagle said, "No, | have you now. "

Then Loki knew the eagle was a giant and not a bird.

This giant had a suit of eagle's feathers. He was flying in his eagle
suit when he saw Loki

* * * * *

city beauti f ul appl es
felt gr owi ng young

Now the gods lived in a city named Asgard.

In this city Idun kept the beautiful gol den apples. Wen the gods
felt they were growing old, they ate the apples and were young again.

The giant wanted to be like the gods. So he said to Loki, "I wll
let you go, if you will get me the apples of Ildun."
But Loki said, "I can't do that."

bunped gate putting

st ayed gol den nor ni ng

So the eagl e bunped himon the stones again.

Then Loki said, "I can't stand this. | will get the apples for you."
Loki and the eagle went to the city. The eagle stayed by the gate, but
Loki went into the city. He went up to lIdun. She was putting the
appl es into a beautiful gol den box.

Loki said, "Good norning, |Idun Those are beautiful apples.”

And | dun said, "Yes, they are beautiful." "I saw sone just like them

the ot her day," said Loki
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st range show
bring pi cked

| dun knew there were no other apples |like these, and she said, "That
is strange. | would like to see them"

Loki said, "Come with nme and | will showthemto you. It is only a
little way. Bring your apples with you."

As soon as ldun was out of the gates the eagle flew down. He picked
her up in his claws. Then he flew away with her to his hone.

* * * * *
after pal e fal con
passed story began

Day after day passed and Idun did not cone back. The gods did not have
the gol den apples to eat, so they began to get old.

At | ast they said, "Wio let the apples go?"

Then Loki | ooked pale and the gods said, "Loki, you did it." And Loki
said, "Yes, | did."

He did not tell a story that tine.

Then Loki said, "I will get Idun and the apples back, if | may have
the falcon suit."

changed faster
The gods said, "You nay have it, if you will bring the apples back."

Loki put on the falcon suit and flew away. He | ooked |ike a big bird
flying.

When Loki canme to the giant's hone, he was glad the giant was not
there. He changed ldun into a nut and then flew away with the nut.
When the giant cane hone, |dun was gone. The gol den appl es were gone,
t 0o.

Then the giant put on his eagle suit and flew after Loki.

Loki heard the eagle coning. Loki flew faster

* * * * *

breath over changed
wal | s bl azed bur ned

Poor Loki was all out of breath. The eagle flew faster and faster.

Then the gods got on the walls to |look for Loki. They saw hi m com ng
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and the eagle after him

So they nade fires on the walls. At last Loki flew over the walls.
Then the gods lighted the fires. The fires bl azed up.

The eagle flewinto the fire and was burned.

As soon as Loki put the nut down, it changed to |dun

The gods ate the beautiful gol den apples and were young agai n.

HOW THOR GOT' THE HAMVER.

proud porch I ying
j our neys tricks wife
al ways al one asl eep

Sif was Thor's w fe.
Sif had | ong golden hair. Thor was very proud of Sif's golden hair.

Thor was al ways going on | ong journeys. One day he went off and |eft
Sif alone. She went out on the porch and fell asleep

Loki canme al ong. He was al ways playing tricks.

He saw Sif lying asleep. He said, "I amgoing to cut off her hair."

So Loki went up on the porch and cut off Sif's golden hair.

* * * * *
wher e around crying
answer f ound sonmebody

When Sif woke up and saw that her hair was gone, she cried and
cried. Then she ran to hide. She did not want Thor to see her.

When Thor came hone, he could not find Sif.

"Sifl Sif!" he called, "Where are you?"

But Sif did not answer.

Thor | ooked all around the house. At |ast he found her crying.

"Ch, Thor, look, all my hair is gone! Sonebody has cut it off. It was
a man. He ran away with it."

angry n schi ef right
getting cutting somet hi ng
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Then Thor was very angry. He said, "lI know it was Loki. He is always
getting into mischief. Just wait until | get him"

And Thor went out to find Loki. Pretty soon he found him
Thor said, "Did you cut off Sif's hair?" Loki said, "Yes, | did."

"Then you nust pay for cutting off ny wife's hair," said Thor

"All right," said Loki, "I will get you sonething better than the
hair."
ground t hunmb beads
dwar f s cr ooked cr own
wor ked

Loki went down, down into the ground to the honme of the dwarfs. It was
very dark down there. The only light came fromthe dwarfs' fires.

The dwarfs were ugly little black nmen. They were not any bigger than
your thunmb. They had crooked backs and crooked | egs. Their eyes | ooked
l'i ke bl ack beads.

Loki said, "Can you nmake ne a gold crown that will grow like rea
hai r ?"

The dwarfs said, "Yes, we can." So the busy little dwarfs worked all
ni ght.

nor ni ng showed | aughed
spear wonder f ul three
ship st andi ng br ot her
nobody st epped el se

When norning cane the dwarfs gave Loki his crown of golden hair. They
gave him a spear and a ship, too.

Loki took the things up to Asgard, where the gods all lived.

Then the gods all cane up to him He showed themthe things.

The gods said, "They are very wonderful."

And Loki said, "Oh, nobody el se can make such things as ny little
dwarfs."

Alittle dwarf, named Brok, was standi ng near by. He heard Loki say
that. Then he stepped up and said, "My brother can make just as good
things as these."

Loki laughed and said, "If you can get three things as wonderful as
these, | will give you ny head."

file://N}/mythology/fairies/46.txt (15 of 29) [02/13/2004 11:31:04 AM]



file:///l|/mythology/fairies/46.txt

* * * * *
anywher e n sses
spear mar k

Brok went down into the ground where his little dwarfs were worKking.
Brok's brother was naned Sindre. He said to his brother, "Loki says
that you can't nake such nice things as his dwarfs can. He said that
he would give me his head if | could get himsuch wonderful things as
his."

This nade the dwarfs angry. Their eyes grew big. They said, "He will
see what we can do."

Si ndre wanted to know what the wonderful things were.

Brok said, "Loki has a golden crown that will grow like real hair. A
ship that can go anywhere. A spear that never nisses the mark."

"W will show him" said the dwarfs.

bur ni ng bl ow pi gskin
bel | ows bl ew bl owi ng

The dwarfs soon had the fires burning. Then Sindre put a pigskin into
the fire.

He gave the bellows to Brok and said, "Now blow as hard as you can."
Then Sindre went out. Brok blew and bl ew
Alittle fly cane in and bit himon the hand.

The fly bit himso hard that Brok thought he woul d have to stop
bl owi ng, but he did not.

Then Sindre canme back. He took out a golden pig fromthe fire.

* *

st and | unp ring
He next put a lunp of gold into the fire.
He said to Brok, "Blow and bl ow and bl ow, and do not stop."
Then Si ndre went out again.
So Brok blew as hard as he coul d.
Then the sane fly cane in and bit him again.
Brok thought that he could not stand it, but he kept on.

When Sindre canme back, he took a gold ring fromthe fire.

* * * * *
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hard f or ehead brush
i ron bl ood hamer
handl e spoi |l ed mean

Then Sindre put a lunp of iron into the fire.

He said to Brok, "Now blow as hard as you can."

And Sindre went out. Brok blew and bl ew. The sane nean fly cane again,
and bit himon the forehead. It bit so hard that the blood ran into
his eyes.

Brok put up his hand to brush away the fly.

Just then Sindre cane back

He took the hamer out of the fire.

"There!" he said, "You have al nost spoiled it. The handle is too
short, but it cannot be hel ped now "

* * * * *
hurried proud
came pocket

Brok hurried up to Asgard with his things.
Al'l the gods cane around to see. Then Loki cane up to show his things.

He put the crown of gold on Sif's head and it began to grow |like rea
hair.

He gave the spear to Odin and said, "This spear will never niss its
mark. "

Then he took out the ship. He said, "This is a wonderful ship. It wll
sail on any sea, and yet you can fold it up and put it into your
pocket . "

Loki felt very proud, for he thought his things were the best.

fold sai | afraid
sorry each ring
shi ni ng faster gave

Al the gods felt very sorry for little Brok. They thought Loki's
things were fine. They were afraid Brok's would not be so nice.
They said, "Now, Brok, show your things."

Brok took out the gold ring. He said, "Each night this ring wll
throw off a ring just like it. He gave the ring to Gdin."

Then Brok took out the golden pig. He said, "This pig can go anywhere,
on the ground or in the air. It can go faster than any horse. |If the

file://N}/mythology/fairies/46.txt (17 of 29) [02/13/2004 11:31:04 AM]



file:///l|/mythology/fairies/46.txt
night is dark, the shining pig will nake it light."

* * * * *

frost gi ants
turned bl owi ng

Then Brok showed the hammer. He said, "This is not a very pretty
hanmer. Wen | was naking it, Loki turned hinself into a fly and made
me spoil it. The fly bit ne so hard that | had to stop blowi ng. So the
handle is a little short. But it is a wonderful hamer. |f you throw
it at anything, it will hit the mark and come back to you."

The gods picked up the hammer and passed it around.

They said, "It will be just the things with which to keep the Frost
G ants out of Asgard."

* * * * *

t ouch neck
wi t hout way

The gods said, "Brok's things are the best."

Brok gave the hamer to Thor. That is the way Thor got his wonderful
hamer .

Then Brok said to Loki, "You said | could have your head if ny things
were the best."

And Loki was angry and said, "Yes, | told you that you could have ny
head. But you can't touch my neck."

O course, Brok could not get his head without touching his neck

So Brok did not get Loki's head.

THE HAMVER LOST AND FOUND.

everyt hi ng pl anned

The Frost G ants did not |ike the sunshine. They did not like to see
the flowers. They did not like to hear the birds sing. They wanted to
spoi | everything.

The Frost G ants wanted to get into Asgard. But they did not know how.
They were afraid of Thor and his hanmer. They said, "If we can only
get the hanmer, we can get into Asgard."

They tal ked and planned all night. At last one Frost Gant said, "I

know how we can get the hammer. | will dress in a bird suit. Then
will fly up to Thor's house and get the hamrer."
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* * * * *

Freyja

The next night the Frost Gant flewinto the house while Thor was
asl eep.

He took the hamer and flew away with it

When Thor woke, he put out his hand to get the hamrer. It was gone.

He said, "Loki, the hammer is gone. The Frost G ants have taken it. W
nust get it back."

Loki said, "I can get it back, if Freyja will let me have her fal con

suit."”

So he went to Freyja and said, "WII| you let nme have your falcon suit?

| can get the hammer back if you will." Freyja said, "Yes, of course
will. If I had a gold suit you could have it. Any thing to get the
hamer back. "

peopl e city Thrym

st range buri ed ei ght

nmles deep fal con

Loki took the falcon suit and put it on. He flew over the city. Al
the people saw himflying. They said, "Wat a strange bird!" They did
not know that it was Loki going for the hamrer.

When Loki canme to the city of the Frost G ants, he took off the fal con
suit. He wal ked and wal ked until he canme to Thrym s house. Thrym was
the gi ant who took the hamrer.

Thrym was sitting on the porch, making gold collars for his dogs.

When he saw Loki, he said, "Wat do you want ?"

Loki said, "I have cone for the hammer."

The ol d giant | aughed and said, "You will never get that hammer. It is
buried eight nmles deep in the ground.

"But there is one way you can get it. | will give you the hamer if
you get Freyja for ny wife."

cl ot hes shook neckl ace
So Loki went back to Asgard.
Thor said, "Well, did you get the hamer?"
"No, but we can get it if Freyja will be Thryms wife."

Then they went to Freyja's house. They said, "Put on your very best
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clothes and cone with us. You nust be Thryms wife."

Freyja said, "Do you think | will be the Frost Gant's wife? | won't
be his wife."

Thor said, "W can get the hanmrer back if you will."

But Freyja said, "No, | will not be his wife."
Loki said, "You will have to, if we get the hamer back."
Still Freyja said, "I will not go." And she was very angry. She shook

so hard that she broke her necklace and it fell to the fl oor.

* * * * *
bri de brai ded wagon
vai | servant goat
Then the gods said, "Thor, you nust dress like Freyja. You will have

to play you are the bride."

Thor said, "I won't do it. You will all laugh at me. | won't dress up
like a girl."

They said, "Well, that is the only way we can get the hamer back."
Thor said, "I do not like to dress |like a girl, but I will doit."

Then they dressed Thor up like Freyja.
They put on Freyja's dress, necklace and vail, and braided his hair.
Loki said, "I will dress up too, and be your servant."

They got into Thor's goat wagon and went to the G ants' hone.

* * * * *

di nner sal non mead
whol e thirsty barrel s

When the Frost G ants saw them coning, they said, "Get ready, here
conmes the bride! W will sit down to the table as soon as they cone."”

The di nner was ready on tine. The table was full of good things. All
sat down.

The bride ate a whole ox and ei ght sal non before the others had a
bite.

"She must be very hungry," the Frost Gants said

"Yes," Loki said, "she was so glad to conme. She hasn't eaten anything
for eight days."
Then t hey brought in the nead.

The bride drank three barrels of nead.
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"How thirsty she is!" said the Frost G ants.

Loki said, "Yes, she is very thirsty.
not drink anything for eight days."

ki ss st epped
lifted shone
AOd Thrymsaid, "I had every thing

Freyja."

She was so glad to conme. She did

whirl ed
| ap

want ed but Freyja. Now | have

And Thrymwent to kiss the bride. He lifted her vail, but her eyes

shone |ike fire.

Thrym st epped back. He said, "What nakes Freyja' s eyes shine so?"

Loki said, "Ch, she was so glad to cone. She did not sleep for eight

ni ghts."

Then Loki said, "It is time for the hammer. Go and get it and put it

inthe bride's lap."

As soon as the hamrer was in his |lap

Thor tore off the vail.

He took the hamer and whirled it around. Fire flew fromit. The
fire burned the house and the Frost G ants ran away.

So Thor got his hamrer back

The followi ng stories by Mss Snythe were originally published
under the title of "The Gol den Fleece." They have been carefully

revised and illustrated for this book.

THE STORY OF THE SHEEP

ago hor ns
ki ng G eece
pl ayi ng Hel | e
gar den cat ch

fl eece
| oved
grass
cl ouds

Long, long ago there lived a king in Greece. He had two little

children, a boy and a girl.

They were good children and | oved each other very nuch.

One day they were playing in the garden.

"Ch, Helle, look!" said the boy.

There on the grass was a fine |large sheep. This sheep had a fl eece of
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gold and his horns were gold, too.

The children wanted to pat the sheep, but they could not catch him
When they went near, he ran away on the cl ouds.

* * * * *

grew gol den hol d
t ame ride tight

Every day they played in the garden and every day the sheep came, too.
By and by he grew tane and |let the children pat his gol den fl eece.

One day the boy said, "Helle, let us take a ride."

First he hel ped his sister on the sheep's back.

Then he got on and held to the horns.

"Hold tight to nme, Helle," he said.

* * * * *
sky di zzy sea
sister | and dr agon
| ose nai | ed Col chi s

The sheep went up, up into the sky, and ran a | ong way on the cl ouds.
But Helle got dizzy and fell down into the sea.

The boy felt very bad to | ose his sister, but went right on.

Then he canme to the land Colchis. He killed the sheep and gave the
gol den fleece to the king.

The king was glad to have it and nailed it to an oak tree.

THE CLOUDS]

By the tree was a dragon. The dragon never went to sleep. He woul d not
| et any one but the king conme to the tree.

So no one could get the golden fl eece.

THE GOCD SH P ARGO.

across unti ed wade
Jason brave party
rai ned creek bri dge
shoe-strings invited

Jason was a brave young man. He lived a little way fromthe king's
city.
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One day the king gave a big party and invited Jason.
It was a very dark night and it rained hard.

Jason had to go across a creek, but there was no bridge.

The creek was full of water and Jason had to wade.

One of his shoe-strings cane untied and he lost his shoe in the
wat er .

When he canme to the king's house, he had but one shoe.

knew bring fight
wild Argo asked
ani mal s shoe Ar gonaut s

The king did not like this, for a fairy had said, "The man who shal
come to your house with one shoe, will be king."

So he knew Jason was to be king.

Then he said to Jason, "You may be king when you bring nme the gol den
fl eece."

Jason was glad to go, and asked many brave nen to go with him

To get the golden fleece they would have to fight wild nen and
ani mal s.

They nade a big ship which they nanmed "Argo."

The nmen who went on the Argo were called Argonauts.

JASON AND THE HARPI ES.

Wi ngs bl i nd nobody
strong i ron har d
skin drive cl aws
scrat ched brass Har pi es

The ship Argo sailed a long way. There were two strong nmen on the
ship. They had wings and could fly.

One day the Argo canme to a |and where the blind king |ived.

This poor king had a hard tine. Wien he sat down to the table to eat,
some ugly birds called Harpies, came too. The Harpies had skin |ike
brass and nobody could hurt them They had claws of iron, and
scratched people when they tried to drive them away.

When the king's dinner was ready, the Harpies cane and took it away.
When Jason and his nmen cane, the king told themall about it. Jason
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said they would help him

* * * * *

f ood dr owned tired
swor ds hur t flying

They all sat down to the table. Wien the food was put on the table,
the Harpies cane flying in. Jason and his nmen took their swords.
They cut at the Harpies but could not hurt them

Then the two men with wings flew up in the air. The Harpi es were
afraid and flew away. The nmen flew after them

At last the Harpies grew very tired and fell into the sea and were
dr owned.

Then the nen with w ngs cane back

Now the blind king could eat all he want ed.

t hanked rocks noved
friends hel pi ng good- bye
over apart i cebergs

It was now tine for Jason and his friends to go away.
The ki ng thanked them over and over again for hel ping hi m

When t hey said good-bye, he told themhow to get to the | and where
they would find the golden fl eece.

On the sea where Jason and his nen had to sail, were two big rocks.
These rocks noved on the waterlike icebergs.

They were as high as a big hill. They would come cl ose to each other,
then they would go far apart.

* * * * *
fishes pi eces dove
past br eak t oget her
r ow al nost rocks

When fishes swamin the water the rocks would cone together and kil
the fishes.

If birds flewin the air, the rocks would cone together and kil
bi rds.

If a boat sailed on the water, the rocks woul d cone together and break
the boat into little pieces.

These rocks had been put in the sea, so no one could go to the | and
where the gol den fl eece was.

When the ship Argo cane to the rocks, Jason sent a dove out.
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The rocks canme together when the dove was al npost past.

Then they went far apart. Jason made his nen row as hard as they
coul d.

The rocks began to cone together. "Row hard, ny nen," said Jason

Just as they got past, the rocks hit, but Jason and his nen were all
right.

So they cane to Col chis.

THE BRASS BULLS.

somet hi ng pl ow bull's
st ronger chai ns noses
nout hs snoke pl ant
stone flew stal l

When Jason cane to Colchis, he went to the king and said, "WII| you
give me the golden fl eece?"

The king wanted to keep the fl eece.

So he said to Jason, "You may have it, but you nmust do sonething
for me first."

"You nmust plow with the brass bulls, and plant the dragon's teeth."”

The brass bulls | ooked like real bulls, but they were |arger and
stronger.

They bl ew out fire and snoke fromtheir noses and nouths.

The bulls had a stall nade of iron and stone. They had to be tied
with strong iron chai ns.

daught er Medea carri age
shakes t hr ough pul | ed

When the dragon's teeth were planted, iron nen grew up.
They always killed the one who had planted them

The king wanted the bulls to kill Jason.

He said, "If the bulls do not kill himthe iron men wll."

The ki ng had a daughter naned Medea. She saw Jason was a brave
young man and did not want himkill ed.

She knew how to help him She stepped into her carriage, which was
pul l ed by flying snakes.
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Then Medea flew through the air. She went to hills and creeks and
pi cked all kinds of flowers.

She took the flowers hone and cooked them

* * * * *

not hi ng face rub
j uice | egs cut

Then Medea went to Jason when the king did not know it.

She said to Jason, "Rub your face and hands and legs with this juice."

When he did this, he was as strong as a gi ant.

Not hing could hurt himthen. Fire could not burn him and swords
could not cut him

The next day Jason had to plow with the brass bulls and plant the
dragon's teeth.

* * * * *
cl i mbed early tied
princess seats hol d
untied opened pl ace

Early in the norning, the king and princess went out to the place.
They had good seats where they could see well.

Al the people in the city canme out to see Jason pl ow

The little boys clinbed the trees so they could see better.

Then Jason canme to the place. The stall where the brass bulls were
tied was not far off.

The door was opened and Jason went in.
He untied the bulls and took hold of their horns.
Then he made the bulls cone out of their stall.

pushed ki cked unti |
The bulls were very angry and blew fire and snoke fromtheir nouths.
This nmade the cruel king glad. But the people who saw it were afraid.
They did not want Jason killed. They did not know that the princess
had hel ped him

Jason pushed the bulls' heads down to the ground. Then they kicked at
himwith their feet, but could not hurt him

He held their heads down on the ground until the plow was ready.
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handl e slowy noon
wheat lie j ust

Jason took the chains in one hand. He took the handle of the plowin
t he ot her.

The bulls junped and wanted to run away.
But Jason held so hard they had to go very slowy.
When it was noon the ground was all pl owed.
Then Jason let the bulls go.
They were so angry that they ran away to the woods.
Now Jason went to the king and said, "G ve ne the dragon's teeth."
The king gave himhis hat full.
Then Jason planted the dragon's teeth, just as a man plants wheat.
By this tinme he was very tired, so he went to |lie down.
eveni ng knees mar bl e
threw gr owi ng fight
In the evening he canme back

The iron nmen were growi ng up. Sone of the men had only their feet in
the ground.

Some of themwere in the ground up to their knees.

Some had only their heads out. They all tried to get out so they could
kill Jason.

Then Jason did what Medea told himhe should do.
He took a giant's marble and threw it near the nen
Al the iron nen wanted to get the marble.

So they began to fight each other. As soon as one had his feet out of
the ground, he cut at the nan next to him So they killed each other.

Then Jason took his sword and cut off all the heads that were out of
the ground.

So all the iron nen were killed and the king was very angry.

But Medea and the people were gl ad.

JASON AND THE DRAGON.
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your sel f fond f at her

The next day Jason went to the king and said, "Now, give ne the
gol den fl eece."

The king did not give it to him but said, "Conme again."
Then Medea said, "If you want the gol den fleece, you nmust help

yourself. My father will not give it to you. A dragon is by the tree
where the golden fleece is, and he never sleeps. He is always hungry

and eats people if they go near him | can not kill himbut | can make

himsleep. He is very fond of cake. | will make sonme cake and put in
sonmething to make the dragon sleep.”

becane cl i mbed angry

So Medea made t he cakes and Jason took themand threw themto the
dr agon.

The dragon ate themall and went to sl eep

Then Jason clinbed over the dragon and took the nail out of the tree.
He put the gol den fleece under his coat and ran to the ship Argo.
Medea went with himand becanme his wife.

Oh, how angry the king was! He had | ost the golden fleece and the
brass bulls and the dragon's teeth. And now his daughter was gone.

* * * * *
t hr ough ni ne st ones

He sent his nmen in ships to take Jason, but they could not get him

At | ast Medea and Jason and the other Argonauts canme to G eece.

Jason's father was there. He was a very old man. Jason wanted his
father to be king, so he asked Medea to make the old man young.

Then Medea took her carriage and flew through the air.

She did not cone back for nine days. She picked flowers fromthe
hills. She found all kinds of stones, too.

* * * * *

stick di ed woke
When she went honme she put all these things into a pot and cooked
t hem

Then she put a stick into the pot and | eaves grew on it.
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Some of the juice fell on the ground and grass grew up.
So Medea knew the juice would make things grow.

Jason's father went to sleep and Medea put sone of the juice into his
nmout h.

His white hair turned black and teeth grew in his nouth.
When he woke up, he | ooked and felt |ike a young nan

He lived many years and when he di ed Jason was king.
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